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regulation for attaining spiritual heights are called ' Orthodox'.
It is strange.

Asceticism takes a much moie harmless form when It pro-
ceeds to forbid animal food, of course under an impulse
derived from Indian religions. Here again Christianity would
be less uncompromising than ancient Zoroastrian scriptures.
We remember Paul's emphatic declaration that if he found
flesh-eating proved a snare to his brother he would never
touch meat again. The plea of kindness to animals naturally
appeals to the higher instincts which the Gospel fosters.
And yet there is a mistaken shifting of emphasis, all too
visible when the working of the rule of ahimsd is studied*
Cruelty to living creatures is practised by multitudes in India
who would shrink in horror from putting the maimed beast
out of its misery. The life of man moreover matters far less
than that of lower animals, as we see when the Jain sets
free plague rats from traps. Against this stands the well-
known and most prominent Magian law as to the merit of
killing noxious animals. It was a central feature of the
system to set aside which, as the Indianized Theosophist does,
is rather drastic e orthodoxy'. It would matter less if the
Parsi innovator frankly cancelled this rule, and the indisput-
able practice of Parsi antiquity sanctioning the eating of meat,
declaring that new and higher light had come. But it is de
fide dogma that inspiration ceased long ago; and the text of
ancient scripture must therefore be understood according to
occult principles, which put the mere philologist in his proper
place. If the Vendidad lays it down that animals created by
Ahriman are to be destroyed as a work of piety, occult
c science' has its own easy rubric. The doctrine of the esoteric
meaning of ancient scripture is conveniently applicable all
round. Every e prophecy of scripture is of private interpreta-
tion ', belonging to the adepts alone. It seems that the last
Parsi adept died three centuries ago, so that it must be left
to the occultist to rediscover the lost key. In addition to
promising this the Theosophist assures the trustful Parsi that